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As global business activity expands, cross-border disputes are becoming more frequent and complex. Multinational supply chains, joint ventures, digital asset transactions, and international investments, for example, often involve evidence scattered across multiple jurisdictions. 
As such, in foreign proceedings, including litigation and government investigations, when documents, witnesses, or companies in the US hold key information for a foreign proceeding, Section 1782 of the US Code has emerged as an efficient and effective legal bridge between jurisdictions – giving litigants the power to obtain discovery in the United States. 
Compared to proceedings under the Hague Convention, where the process is slower, less comprehensive, and more diplomatic in nature, Section 1782 allows the foreign litigant to avoid getting bogged down in foreign courts, and foreign executive agency procedures that are subject to foreign discovery norms. 
With a direct application to a US federal court, a foreign litigant can obtain robust, compelled evidence, such as full US oral pretrial depositions, interrogatories, and relevant documents. These proceedings can often be initiated ex parte, and can even be used for anticipated but not yet commenced foreign litigation. 
Where the Hague Convention focuses more on foreign assistance, 1782 leverages the US courts for broad, intrusive discovery. The Court, of course, will consider several discretionary factors in deciding the 1782 application
ZEK’s team of experienced litigators and e-discovery experts are well versed in the intricacies and strategies involved in 1782 Proceedings. For years, we have successfully represented petitioners seeking discovery as well as respondents from whom discovery is sought. To each case, we bring deep knowledge of the latest case law and up-to-date developments in this emerging and exciting field. 
I’m Stu Krause, Executive Partner of ZEK. 
And I’m Dan Rubel, partner and co-head of ZEK’s Israel practice.
Along with our colleagues, we welcome all inquiries regarding our firm’s 1782 practice. 


